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The Ivening Star Newspaper Co,
amounced that it has purchased the
name, circulation lists, and certain other
asssets of the 50-year-old Washington
Daily News, and the latter will cease

gt - ! 1t a1e
publication affer today's edilions are
“off the presses.

A new “Fvening Star and Washing-
ton Daily News,” including features,
by-lines and services familiar to News
readers, will appear tomorrow,

* The transaction was concluded by~
Star officials and cexecutives of the
Seripps-Howard Newspapers this morn-
ing, 'I'ne News has been a Scripps-How-
ard publicalion,

“This agreement means that a
strong, independent and economically
viable afternoon newspaper will continne
to ba published in Washington,” said
John M. Kauffmann, president of The
Star company. *“There was no way tha
these . papers could independently sur-
vive,” -
fhe purchase price was not disclosed.
NMost physical assets of the News were
not involved in the sale. The News
plant at 1013 13th Street NW, would be
closed, News executives iudicated.
~ The announcement of the sale was
made this morning to the exaployces of
both newspapers. . Stavr olficials have
expressed an interest in employing some
of the former News personnel,

The combined “dvening Star and
Yashington Daily News"” will receive
the Seripps-Howard naws sorvice, Star
editors reported, as well as a number
of features which previously appeared
in the Nows.

The News, in a statement in {oday's
homae«lelivered edilions, asserted that
increasing net operating losses had pre-
vented continued operation of the news-
paper.

A puorchase agreement spelled out
econninle pressures on Loth parties un-
derlying the development.

“The newspaper owned and oper-
ated by the seller has heen operating
at & substantial and increasing loss for
more than five years,” it was nofed,
“The newspaper owned and operated by
the buyer has been operating at a (sub-
stantially increasing) loss for more than
two years. . . . Jixperience has dem-
onstrated that it is now impossible for
three independent newspapers {o eperate
profitably im the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area.” :
Washington and New York "were th
only two American cities with more than
two separate ownerships publishing daily
newspapers,
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The parties concluded, “the newspaper
published by buyer (Tha Star) has sub-
stantialiy lower circulation aund carvies
less advertising linage than the Warhing-
ton Post and a {ransier of the News assels
to huyer would {end to preveat a monopoly
and  would increase competition by
strengthening the newspaper published by
huyer,”?

The Washington Post achieved its cir-
culaticn and adveriising dominance {6llow-
ing its 193¢ purchase, from Col, Robert
R. McCormick, of another local newes-
paper, lhe Times-Herald.

The News, as indicated in its most
recent statements, had an avevage daily
cireulation of 217,073. W has not pub-
lished a Sunday edition. The Star re-
ported its circulation as 302,682 daily
and 316,596 on Sundays, .

The Washington Post, which has had
the morning ficld to itsell, has a dally
circulation of 526,432, accerding to the
published reports. Its Sunday circulation
is 70,070, , :

The combined paper will ke de-
livered to former News subscribers as
well as to regular Star subscribers.

In' a stalement addressed to em-
ployes, ‘The Star management said:  “The
Bvening Star, an independent newspa-
per, Jocally ownad, is determined to pre-
vent Washington from bhecoming a wse-
wewspaper city. We ask the cooparation
of all 'the Star’s employes an W0us

-representing them in order that ihis de-

trmination mey he successful, With
your help it can and must be accom-
rlshed i compelitive nowspaper voices
are {o endure in the Nation's Capital.”
The Neows was ¢stablished on Nov. g,
1921, 1t carried ro adveriising and sold
for onc cent, - '
X The front page editorial announcing
the birth of the new paper promised that
the News would he “casy to read and
wolild be worth reading” that it would be

“independent of politics and without po-
litical, sccial or financial ebligations.”

At the time there were four newspa-
pers in Washington: The Evening Star,
the Post, the Herald ana the Times.

In 1971, the News celebrated its 50th
anniversary with a 256 page newspaper,
the biggest it ever produced.

The News was known to newspaper-
men across the country as the Scripps-
Ifoward ‘“‘showcase in the Nation’s Capi-
tal.” It was the paper on which Ernic
Pyle built his reputation as a reporter.

Aditors of the News through the

vears were Lowell Melleif, John Glels-

sner, John O'Rourkoe and Richard Icl- .

Jander, . .

lembers of the Séripps-Howard
family as well ag the local staff won
many awards for their work,

The Star, now in its 120th year, has -

heen from the cutset a deeply rooied
loeal newspaper, and since 1867 bas heon
under the ownership and dircetion of
three Washington families, several merno-
bers of which occupy management pesi-
tions today, L

The newspaper was founded tn 1532
by Captain Joseph Borrows Tate, who set
forih its crced in his{irst edition. “Fres
irom party {rammels and seclarian in-
fluence,” he wrole, “it will preserve a
strict ncutrality and, whilst maintaining
a fearless spirit of independence will he
devoted in au especidl manner to the
lecal interests of the heauliful city which
bears the honored name of Washingion,”

After six menths, Cept. Tate soid the
newspaper to Willilam Douvglas Wallach,
one -of whese Iirst empioyes, Crosny
Stuart Noyes, joined the 3-man cditorial
stalf in 1635 at $12 a weck, Twelve years

later, with several fricnds, including
Seel M. Kaullimam and Gesrge Vv,
Adams -~ he purchased the papcr for
$109,000. When the present Yvening Stor
Newspaper Co. was ¢hartered by spacial
aet of Congress in 1863, Noyes was {or-
mally confirmed as edilor. Kawfimann
became the company’s first president.
Raufimann’s great-grandson is the
presont Star president, whe led the nego-
tiations resuiling in the purchase of the
News, Noyes® great-grondson, Newbold
Noyes, has heen editor of The Star and
will" continue in that capacity, dircecting
news and editorial operations of the new-
lv-combinred newspaper. In the interven-
ing generations, Kauffmanas and Noyes-
¢s maintained an active interest in man-
agement of the company, in coniinued
cwnershin association with the Adams
{amily. :
In 1939, The Star moved from its
long-thne location at 11th Street and
Pennsylvenia Avenue, NW., to a mod-
ern, spacious plant at 225 Virginia Ave
nue SE. 1t is from this building thati.the
“Fvening Star and Daily Nows” of the
future wiil be published. .
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